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English 4850, Section 001 (Fall 2002) 
Studies in Third World Literature: 
Arabic Literature 
Dr. Bonnie Irwin 
Office: 3871 Coleman 
Office Phone: 581-6304 (e-mail: ctbdi@eiu.edu) 
Office Hours: M 10-noon; TuTh 9:30-11 
TuTh 11:00 - 12:15 
Coleman 3160 
Course Description 
In the wake of the tragedy of September 11, 2001, many amateurs and experts have exposed the 
limits of our understanding of the peoples of the Middle East. Largely absent in the talk has 
been discussion of the rich cultural traditions of this region. In this course we will read Middle 
Eastern, mostly Arabic, literature, from its earliest pre-Islamic traditions to the rich variety of 
texts written in the twentieth century with an eye toward understanding this literature in its 
socio-cultural and historic contexts. Many Arab writers today leave their homeland for the 
relative safety of Europe or the United States, but far more choose to stay and write from within 
their countries, sometimes subjecting themselves to criticism and imprisonment. How do these 
threats affect the literature of the Middle East? How does economic, religious, and political 
upheaval influence authors and their texts? As we go, we also trace the attitudes of western 
readers toward this culture through their interpretations and translations of literature. 
In terms of format, I like to see a lively class. I will do whatever I can to keep you awake and 
involved and interested. Don't be surprised to see a lot of small group interaction and a variety 
of activities. I do not want to hear myself talk 150 minutes a week and I doubt you do either. 
I make certain assumptions in a senior-level course: among these are that you are self-
motivated, that you know how to use the library, you know how to write a literary essay, and that 
I can trust you enough not to have to give quizzes. There will be times when the subject matter 
for the course will be based on your outside research. We will not limit ourselves to the texts, 
and we will not always all be reading the same thing. 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the semester, I expect you to know ... 
> some of the major authors of Arabic literature 
> how ancient Arabic texts foregrounded modern Arabic literature 
> the role played by history, culture, and religion in shaping Arabic literature, past and 
present 
With this knowledge, I expect you to be able to ... 
> break down cultural misunderstandings and barriers 
> recognize your own prejudices 
> be able to read a work of Arabic literature in translation and put it into 
some literary and cultural contexts 
> construct meaningful comparisons between Arabic literature and English 
and American literatures 
> learn different ways of teaching about cultures and texts 
> enjoy 
Texts 
Kritzeck, Anthology of Islamic literature 
Haddawy, Arabian Nights 
Salib, Season of Migration to the North 
as-Saadawi, Woman at Point Zero 
Mahfouz, Midaq Alley 
ash-Shaykh, Women of Sand and Myrrh 
Nye, Habibi 
Films 
Arabian Nights 
Scooby-Doo's Arabian Nights 
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There is a lot of reading in this course, 
some selections easier than others. 
Thus, discipline will be rewarded, 
procrastination will get you into trouble. 
You will enjoy most of the selections, I hope; 
the issues they deal with are relevant, even if 
the names are strange. 
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! Response Journal 150 points 901-1000 points A ! ! Paper 1 100 points 801-900 points B ! 
i Paper 2 250 points 701-800 points C i 
! Exam 1 100 points 601-700 points D i i Final 150 points 0-600 points F · 
! Presentations 100 points 
1 Participation 150 points 
j Total 1000 points 
! 
i Words of Advice on Grades l Adequate, Average work will earn you a 'C' in this course. If you merely go through the motions, 
i but do so with a certain amount of skill, you are an average (i.e. 'C') student. If you merely go 
through the motions without much skill, you may very well earn a 'D'; missing deadlines 
consistently or racking up lots of absences may also lead to a 'D'. Good work, i.e. extra effort and 
good quality product will earn you a 'B.' Excellent work, i.e. going above and beyond the 
requirements for assignments, using both skill and creativity, should earn you an 'A' Keep in 
mind that doing an assignment is no guarantee of an 'A' or 'B' -you must also do it well. If you 
are shooting for a particular grade in this course, I advise that you come see me early so we can 
discuss how you might best achieve that grade. I do not care what grade you need; I will do 
whatever I can to help you earn the grade you want. 
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Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please 
contact the Office of disability Services at 581-6583 (9th St. Hall). 
Electronic Writing Portfolio 
If you need a paper from this class for your Electronic Writing Portfolio, please see me for 
guidelines 
English Deparbnent Policy on Plagiarism 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-"the appropriation of the language, ideas, 
and/ or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's original work" (Random 
House Dictionazy of the English Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon 
the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment of a grade 
of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
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Assignment Summary (More detailed assignment sheets forthcoming) 
1. Journal 
Each week during the semester, you will be expected to write at least 500 words in a response 
journal, documenting what you think about the reading, films, discussions. I will pick these up 
periodically for evaluation purposes (see syllabus); grades will be based not so much on 
grammar and style, but on the thought and reflection displayed in the writing. You may start 
with what you like and don't like about a particular story or what you find strange, but then take 
the discussion deeper, trying to interpret the meaning and function of the story, comparing it to 
other things we read or to theoretical perspectives. On the day I pick up the journals, you should 
have written on everything up to and including the reading for that day. 
2. Papers 
Paper 1 should be at least 1000 words long. Paper 2 should be more ambitious, at least 2500 
words. Both should be argumentative, analytical essays on some aspect of the literature we've 
read. Paper must also be comparative. In both cases, I strongly encourage you to develop your 
own topics. I will assist in this effort if you need me to. All topics must be cleared in advance. 
3.Exams 
Both exams will be short answer/essay format. The final will be comprehensive. Essays on both 
exam will be open-book, open-note, and in most cases, you will have the essay topics in advance. 
Look at the exams as a way to demonstrated what you've learned. 
4. Presentations 
Because this is a small class, I will expect a fair amount of interaction every day, but on certain 
days, I will ask individuals or teams of individuals to take the lead in discussion. Everyone will 
also be required to provide a "passage of the day" from the reading for class discussion. On 
November 14, each of you will make a brief and informal presentation on your paper and take 
questions from the class. Your performance of all of these activities will constitute your 
"presentation" grade. 
5. Participation 
A passing grade in participation means showing up and being prepared for class. Higher grades 
are based on your level of engagement in discussion and group work. 
Questions?? 
If I've forgotten something or you have questions at any time, please feel free to drop by my 
office (3871 Coleman) 
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SYLLABUS 
Tu Aug27 Introduction 
Th Aug29 Pre-Islamic Poetry: Imr al-Qays, La.bid, Tarafah 
Kritzeck, pp. 54-60 
Tu Sep 3 Qur'an 
Kritzeck, pp 22-51 
Th Sep 5 Mystics: al-Kalabadhi and Rumi 
Kritzeck, pp. 111-115, 238-246 
Jounialdue 
Tu Sep10 Classical Poets: Abu Nuwas and al-Mutanabbi 
Kritzeck, pp. 84-87, 107-110 
Th Sep12 Persian Poets: Saeli and Hafiz 
Kritzeck, pp. 247-255, 267-273 
Journal due 
Tu Sep17 Arabian Nights, pp. 1-66 
Th Sep19 Arabian Nights, pp. 66-150 
Tu Sep24 Arabian Nights, pp. 206-295 
Jounialdue 
Th Sep26 Arabian Nights, pp. 295-344, 283-428 
Tu Oct1 Exam1 
Th Oct3 Midaq Alley, introduction and pp. 1-88 (chapters 1-10) 
Tu Oct8 Midaq Alley, pp. 89-198 (chapters 11-23) 
Paper1due 
Th Oct10 Midaq Alley, pp. 199-286 (chapters 24-35) 
Jounialdue 
Tu Oct15 Women of Sand and Myrrh,"Suha" 
Th Oct17 Women of Sand and Myrrh, "Tamr" 
Jounialdue 
Tu Oct22 Women of Sand and Myrrh, "Suzanne" 
Th Oct24 Women of Sand and Myrrh, "Nur" and epilogue 
Tu Oct29 Paper 2 workshop 
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Th Oct31 NO CLASS 
Tu Nov5 Season of Migration to the North, pp. 1-104 
Paper 2 draft due 
Journal due 
Th Nov7 Season of Migration to the North, pp. 105-169 
Tu Nov12 Modern Poetry 
Th Nov14 Paper 2 presentations/ discussion 
Journal due 
Tu Nov19 Woman at Point Zero 
Paper 2 final draft due 
Th Nov21 Woman at Point Zero 
Journal due 
*** Thanksgiving Break *** 
*** Thanksgiving Break *** 
Tu Dec3 Habibi, pp. 1-156 
Th Dees Habibi, pp. 157-271 
Journal due 
Tu Dec to Modern poetry 
Th Dec12 Review 
Tu Dec17 
10:15am Final Exam 
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